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apologetical writing specifically designed to inculcate christological doctrine. Jesus 
did not claim to be the Messiah; his message was a simple, plain message of religion 
and morality, set in the apocalyptical framework of current Jewish messianism. 
"All his efforts were in the direction of making as many as possible believe so entirely 
that the kingdom was really coming as to alter their lives to correspond with its ideals, 
and so be found worthy of citizenship when it should come" (p. 96). 

But shortly after his death his followers began "to preach a totally different gospel, 
the burden of which was that he was the Messiah" (p. 77). In this way the gospel 
about Jesus came to usurp the gospel of Jesus, and has maintained this supremacy 
until today, engendering "the rival ecclesiasticisms, the ponderous and discordant 
theologies, together with the wars, persecutions, and fanaticisms which have so 
often disfigured the face of Christendom, and have prevented the gospel of Jesus from 
doing its beneficent work among men" (p. 77). 

The differentiation of the Jesus of history from the Christ of faith, with which 
this author is concerned, is one of the large tasks of New Testament scholarship. 
Mr. Lester's contribution to the discussion will promote study and consideration of 
the critical problems of the Gospels. He says he has written the book "especially 
for intelligent laymen," and to them it may be recommended — not necessarily for 
the acceptance of its views, but for a straight, vigorous, sincere grappling with some 
fundamental historical questions. 

C. W. V. 

Harris, J. Rendel. The Odes and Psalms of Solomon. Published from 
the Syriac Version. 2d ed., revised and enlarged. Cambridge: Uni- 
versity Press, ion. xxxvii+156+53 pages. 

This second edition of Harris' work followed in eighteen months upon the first. 
The literature of the subject even in that short time became extensive (see the list on 
pp. ix-xii). Harris deals with this mass of opinion in his inimitably fair, appreciative! 
and discriminating way. 

Reviewing the various hypotheses, he does not find himself persuaded to change 
from the view announced in his first edition, but considers the questions still open 
and awaits new light. This second edition differs from the first chiefly by having this 
thirty-page summary of the discussion. Some slight changes have been made in the 
text and introduction. Harris' work still stands as the leading monograph on the 

Odes. 

C. W. V. 

CHURCH HISTORY 

Muss-Arnolt, William. The Book of Common Prayer among the Nations 
of the World. London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
1014. xxi+473 pages. $3.00. 

In this handsome volume Dr. Muss-Arnolt has undertaken to give a complete 
list of all printed translations of the Prayer Book, and, as far as can be judged by a 
non-specialist (in a field where specialists are very few), the task has been performed 
with entire thoroughness. Some 200 translations are noticed, grouped under 7 
linguistic divisions and 72 subdivisions, representing in all over 120 languages. The 
bibliographic descriptions are irreproachable in their fulness, although a purist in such 



